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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Camp Jr (US 
6,191,653). 

With respect to claim 1 and 12, Camp discloses the method and circuit for 
preserving linearity of a RF power amplifier, the power amplifier element including a RF 
power output unit having a characteristic drive level and fed by a supply voltage, 
comprising: measuring the output voltage of the RF power output unit with power 
detector circuit 42; (Col.4 line 17-22) comparing the measured output voltage through 
matching circuits to at least one threshold voltage to produce a control signal thru 
attenuation circuit; (Col.4 line 23-33) and reducing the drive level (Col. 5 line 65-Col.6 
line 6) or the supply voltage of the RF power output unit by means of the control signal 
to operate the output unit below its saturation level of the power controller. 

r 

3. Claim 4 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(b) as being anticipated by Chen (US 
6,980,780). 
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With respect to claim 4, Chen discloses the method for controlling an antenna 
circuit Fig. 2 comprising a RF power amplifier 21 and a matching circuit 31 , 32, 33, and 
34 by preserving linearity of a RF power amplifier 21 , the power amplifier 21 comprising 
a RF power output unit having a characteristic drive level (Col. 2 lines 45-49) and fed by 
a supply voltage source, comprising: measuring the output voltage with power detectors 
41 and 43 of the RF power output unit; comparing the measured output voltage to at 
least one threshold voltage (Col. 3 lines 27-31) to produce a control signal through bias 
control signal circuit 51 ; and adapting the output matching circuit 32, 33, and 34 by 
means of the control signal through bias controls signal circuit 51 to operate the output 
unit below its saturation level. (Col. 2 lines 45-53) 

With respect to claim 5, Chen discloses the method of claim 4, wherein the 
adapting of the output matching circuit 32, 33, and 34 is done by changing either the 
magnitude or the phase of the impedance transform function through the detection 
signal DS1 and DS3 which changes the magnitude of the transform signal. (Col.2 lines 
54-61) 

With respect to claims 8 and 18, Chen discloses the method of claim 1 and 12, 
wherein the output voltage of the RF power output unit Fig. 2 is compared to the 
threshold voltage (Col. 3 lines 27-31) by means of an operational amplifier 52. (Col.2 
lines 62-65) 
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With respect to claim 15, Chen discloses the circuit for stabilizing an antenna 
circuit comprising a RF power amplifier Fig. 2 element 10 (Col.2 lines 45-49) and a 
matching circuit 32 and 33, wherein the RF power amplifier 21 comprises a RF power 
output unit having a characteristic drive level (Col. 3 lines 7-17), comprising a measuring 
unit 41 and 43; (Col.2 lines 54-57) measuring the output voltage of the RF power output 
unit; a comparing unit 55 comparing the measured output voltage of the RF power 
output unit to a threshold voltage (Col. 3 lines 27-31) to produce a control signal; a drive 
level adaptation unit adapting the output matching circuit by means of the control signal 
thereby adapting the drive level of the RF power output unit to operate the RF output 
unit below its saturation level for preserving linearity of the RF power amplifier. (Col.3 
lines 7-17) 

With respect to claim 16, Chen discloses the circuit of claim 15, wherein the 
output matching circuit 32, 33, and 34 is configured to be adaptable with respect to 
either the magnitude or the phase of its impedance transform function through the 
detection signal DS1 and DS3 which changes the magnitude of the transform signal. 
(Col.2 lines 54-61) 

With respect to claim 20, Chen discloses an apparatus, Fig.2 comprising a circuit 
as claimed in claim 12. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
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4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said. subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 2, 3, 13, and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Camp Jr (US 6,191,653) in view of Chen (US 6,980,780). 

With respect to claims 2 and 13, Camp discloses the method and circuit of claim 
1 and 12, however Camp does not specifically disclose wherein the power amplifier 
includes a variable gain preamplifier supplying the drive voltage to the RF power output 
unit and wherein the control signal from bias control circuit is used to adapt the gain of 
the preamplifier. 

The Chen reference however discloses wherein the power amplifier includes a 
variable gain preamplifier 21 supplying the drive voltage to the RF power output unit and 
wherein the control signal from bias control circuit 51 is used to adapt the gain of the 
preamplifier 21 through signal VAPC1 (Col. 2 lines 59-65) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to implement the 
variable gain preamplifier as disclosed by Chen with the circuit as disclosed by Camp in 
order to control the appropriate amount of gain to supply the driver circuit of the system. 

With respect to claims 3 and 14, Camp and Chen combined discloses the 
method and circuit of claims 2 and 12, Chen continues to disclose wherein the control 
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signal VAPC1 is combined with the gain control signal of the preamplifier 21. (Col.2 
lines 61- Col.3 lines 1) 

6. Claim 6 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Chen 
US(6,980,780) in view of Ichikawa (US 6,532,357). 

With respect to claim 6, Chen discloses the method of claim 4, wherein the 
adapting of the output matching circuit 32, 33, and 34, however the Chen reference 
does not disclose the adapting of the supply voltage are combined with a power 
amplifier efficiency optimization in case of a multiple threshold detection by an analog- 
to-digital converter. 

The Ichikawa reference however discloses wherein a analog to digital converter 
1 5 is used to transmit digital signals regarding the values detected by power detection 
unit 24, and transmitting control signals back to the baseband processor16, which in 
turn controls the amplifier 19 based on the threshold value. (Col.7 lines 8-24) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to implement the 
analog to digital converter as disclosed by Ichikawa with the method of preserving 
linearity as disclosed by Chen in order to operate in the baseband environment and 
converting analog power detection signals to digital and process the information using a 
baseband processor. 
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7. Claims 7 and 1 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over 
Chen (US 6,980,780) in view of Tsuji (US 6,725,027). 

With respect to claims 7 and 17, Chen discloses the method of claim 1 and 12, 
however Chen does not specifically disclose wherein the output voltage of the RF power 
output unit is rectified before being compared to the threshold voltage. 

The Tsuji reference however discloses wherein the input signal must be rectified 
before being processed the receiver system. Claim 1 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to implement a 
rectifier as disclosed by Tsuji with the linearity system as disclosed by Chen in order to 
obtain rectified power signals with the system to process. 

8. Claims 9, 10, and 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Chen US(6,980,780) in view of Nishihori (US 6,164,424). 

With respect to claims 9 and 19, Chen discloses the method of claim 8 and 18, 
wherein the output voltage of the RF power output unit is compared in at least two 
parallel operational amplifiers 52, 53, and 54 to threshold voltages VAPC 1, VAPC2, 
and VAPC3 to produce at least two control signals, however Chen does not disclose 
wherein the at least two control signals are fed to the base-band controller . 

The Nishihori reference however discloses wherein a baseband processor 15 
wherein control signals are being sent into to process RF signals converter to IF. 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to implement the 
Baseband processor as disclosed by Nishihori with the method of preserving linearity as 
disclosede by Chen in order to further process the RF signals received in the Chen 
reference and process it further in baseband environment. 

With respect to claim 10, Chen and Nishihori combined disclose the method of 
claim 9, however Chen discloses wherein the at least two threshold voltages VAPCIto 
VAP3 have different voltage levels. (Col. 2 lines 62-67) 

9. Claim 1 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Chen 
(US 6,980,780) in view of Kurokawa (US 6,678,507). 

With respect to claim 1 1 , Chen discloses the method of claim 1 , however Chen 
does not specifically disclose wherein the supply voltage is adapted by a programmable 
DC-DC converter controlled by a base-band controller which is fed by the control signal. 

The Kurokawa reference however discloses wherein a DC-DC converter to 
generate from a positive power supply a negative voltage for use as the negative power 
supply (Col.1 lines 54-65) and wherein a baseband processor BBU is used to control 
the preamplifier of the receiver circuit. (Col. 10 lines 42-52) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to implement the 
DC-DC converter and baseband processor as disclosed by Kurokawa with the linearity 
system as disclosed by Chen in order to obtain a regulated power signal. 
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Response to Arguments 

10. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1 and 12 have been considered but 
are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

The changing of the limitation "adapting the drive level" to "reducing the drive 
level" clearly changes the scope of the claimed matter. 

11. Applicant's arguments filed 1/10/07 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

With respect to applicant's arguments regarding claims 4 and 15, applicant 
argues that the Chen reference fails to disclose an adaptation of the matching circuits 
as disclosed by Chen. The Chen reference appears to be modifying the bias of the 
voltage of the amplifier instead. 

In response to applicant's arguments, the recitation "A matching circuit by 
preserving linearity of a RF power amplifier" has not been given patentable weight 
because the recitation occurs in the preamble. A preamble is generally not accorded 
any patentable weight where it merely recites the purpose of a process or the intended , 
use of a structure, and where the body of the claim does not depend on the preamble 
for completeness but, instead, the process steps or structural limitations are able to 
stand alone. See In re Hirao, 535 F.2d 67, 190 USPQ 15 (CCPA 1976) and Kropa v. 
Robie, 187 F.2d 150, 152, 88 USPQ 478, 481 (CCPA 1951). 
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Therefore the examiner has relied on "adapting the output matching circuit by 
means of the control signal to operate the output unit below its saturation level." To 
describe the limitations of the matching circuit. 

Conclusion 

12. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 

§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

13. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Richard Chan whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
0570. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon - Fri (9AM - 5PM). 



Application/Control Number: 10/527,775 



Page 1 1 



Art Unit: 2618 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Nay Maung can be reached on (571)272-7882. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Richard Chan 

Art Division 2618 / 
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